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School Coach of the Year. The award was 
created to honor exemplary high school foot-
ball coaches who exhibit a commitment to the 
health and safety of their players as well as in-
tegrity in leadership. Michael is the head 
coach of Tuscarora High School’s Varsity 
Football Team. Following a coaching career in 
California, he led Broad Run High School in 
Ashburn, Virginia to two consecutive state ti-
tles. He moved to Tuscarora High School to 
start their football program. Michael has taken 
the opportunity as a high school football coach 
to build character in his players and ensure 
their growth as both players and leaders. It is 
fitting that he earned this high honor from the 
NFL because of his commitment to personal 
growth in youth and their overall health and 
safety. 

In addition to his recognition by the NFL, Mi-
chael will receive $25,000 from the NFL Foun-
dation which he plans to donate to the Adam 
Fortune Scholarship Fund, which was created 
in honor of his close friend and former defen-
sive coordinator at Broad Run and Tuscarora, 
who died in 2014. The fund is designed for 
players who exemplify strong character on and 
off the field. In addition to coaching, Michael 
teaches Advanced Placement (AP) Economics 
and serves as Department Chair of Social 
Studies at Tuscarora High School. I am hon-
ored to recognize him today for helping shape 
young athletes in our community to lead lives 
of integrity. 
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CONGRATULATING LAURA KRAUS 
ON HER VOLUNTEER WORK WITH 
THE LEARN TO READ PROGRAM 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Laura Kraus for her outstanding serv-
ice to her country through her volunteer work 
with the Learn to Read program. 

Since 1975, Laura’s volunteer work has ex-
emplified her love for people and her tireless 
efforts to give back to the community. Her 
commitment was no secret: the neighborhood 
held banquets in her honor, television stations 
recognized her, and even the nation’s leaders 
honored her service. President Barack Obama 
signed a letter of recognition and Neal Bush 
presented the Presidential Bronze Medal of 
Volunteering Service. 

Still, she found the most satisfaction seeing 
the impact from the people she helped them-
selves. Her work has always extended to 
those in the greatest need regardless of phys-
ical or psychological obstacles. Volunteering 
with the Arthritis Foundation, Laura spent time 
with physically disabled members of the com-
munity through Horses for Therapy. In addi-
tion, victims of domestic abuse in a Hubbard 
House, a 24-hour hotline and emergency shel-
ter, were touched by her support as well. 

Laura began her training with the Learn to 
Read program as an intern, eager to assist 
adults and already willing to persist with com-
passion and patience through the challenges 
that were to come. Only a year and a half into 
the work with her first student, the impact that 
Laura had on her student was not only evident 
but incredibly touching, particularly for Laura 
herself. 

Anthony was only 23 years old when he be-
came Laura’s first student in the Learn to 
Read program, struggling to read because of 
a learning disability. Yet Anthony was dedi-
cated to his goal to create a better future and 
he never failed to be prompt and respectful 
every session. After a year and three months 
of the hour and a half routine, he articulated 
a simple and profound truth representative of 
the impact Laura’s work has had for many: 
‘‘Miss Laura, you have changed my life.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and Members of 
Congress to join me in recognizing Laura 
Kraus for her tireless dedication to serving 
each person with the care and opportunities 
that they deserve as a citizen of this great na-
tion. 
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HONORING THE NAPA COUNTY 
LIBRARY 
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OF CALIFORNIA 
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Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Napa County Library 
(NCL), which is celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary as a county library system. 

In 1916, the California State Legislature au-
thorized the creation of free county libraries 
around the state. As a result, in February of 
that year, the unincorporated areas of Napa 
County gained library services when the Napa 
County Board of Supervisors established the 
Napa County Free Library. 

The NCL offers reading programs for all 
ages, outreach services, literacy initiatives, 
job-search and small business resources, in-
formation services, computer training, Internet 
access, and other means of community sup-
port and enrichment. More generally, the li-
brary enables individuals to make informed 
decisions about their self-governance by pro-
moting unrestricted access to information and 
by serving as a community center for lifelong 
learning. In the last fiscal year, over 18,000 
people received technology-related help, while 
567,192 individuals visited the NCL. And over 
4,000 adults, children and teens participated in 
the NCL’s summer reading program. 

The library’s importance extends beyond its 
bookshelves. Basic literacy and computer-pro-
ficiency programs have broad and positive ef-
fects on local economies, bolstering the capa-
bilities of local workers and businesses. Fur-
thermore, the NCL’s myriad child- and employ-
ment-focused initiatives help children and 
adults find, evaluate and use information they 
need for their jobs, health, education and suc-
cess. 

Mr. Speaker, the NCL is a dynamic civic re-
source that promotes free and open access to 
information, while providing valuable materials 
and services to all members of the community. 
The Napa County Library continues to benefit 
its community immensely, and it is fitting and 
proper that we honor it here today. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. DINO 
ANTONIO PETRUCCI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Mr. Dino Antonio 
Petrucci of Madera, California who recently 
passed away on January 4, 2016, at the age 
of 85. Mr. Petrucci was a remarkable farmer, 
teacher, and business owner of Petrucci’s ca-
tering. His commitment to family and to his 
community will forever live in lives of the peo-
ple he touched. 

Dino Antonio Petrucci was born to Italian 
immigrant parents, Vincenzo and Ilide 
Petrucci, on January 17, 1930. His parents 
were members of the large Italian community 
who helped settle and pioneer Madera, Cali-
fornia with its rich agricultural history. A life-
long resident, he attended Madera schools 
and enrolled at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 
where he received his bachelor’s degree in 
crop production. In 1951, he married the love 
of his life, Peggy Hayes, and they would have 
celebrated 65 years of marriage this March. 

As an Agriculture Education instructor, he 
found joy in teaching and in expanding stu-
dents’ minds by showing them what they were 
capable of. All in all, Dino spent 40 plus years 
of his life devoted to Vocational Agriculture 
and Education. Although he was a fulltime 
teacher, Dino would spend evenings, and 
weekends helping his brother Enzo on the 
family grape farm. 

Dino was also passionate about cooking 
and in 1974, he initiated his catering business, 
Petrucci’s Catering. He expanded and bought 
the Howard School building and used it to 
host events. Saturday’s were his favorite, be-
cause he loved being at the old school house 
serving barbecue tri tip, chicken and side 
dishes. His favorite place to be was at the end 
of the buffet line greeting everyone, and mak-
ing sure their plates were full. Dino’s love for 
food was so strong he developed his own bar-
becue sauce, ‘‘Petrucci’s Secret Sauce’’ and a 
dry meat rub that are sold locally. 

Civil service and giving back to his commu-
nity were two other areas of interest to Dino. 
He was active in The Young Farmers, Lions 
Club and Italo-American Club of Madera. He 
served on the boards of the Madera County 
Farm Bureau, Madera County Food Bank, and 
Madera Unified School District Board of Edu-
cation. In 1999, he was honored as the 
Madera County Senior Farmer of the Year by 
the Madera Chamber of Commerce. 

Without question, Dino’s integrity, honor, 
and long-lasting involvement in the Central 
Valley made him a reputable man; he was 
well known, well-liked, and shown enormous 
appreciation by anyone who had the pleasure 
of calling him a friend. Dino lived his life to the 
fullest surrounded by family and friends. He 
leaves behind his loving family, including his 
wife, Peggy, his two children, and grand-
children. It is my honor to join his family in 
celebrating the life of this amazing man, who 
will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the life of Mr. Dino Antonio Petrucci. We 
are all better for having known Dino Petrucci, 
a remarkable Californian, and Central Valley 
Native. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:36 Feb 10, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K09FE8.018 E09FEPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
4T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-17T02:37:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




